
 

School Year 2025-26 Guidelines for Approving 
Incidental Teaching Assignments for Special Education 
Generalists 
 

Per the October 1999 NYSED OTI memo regarding Commissioner's 

Regulations 80-5.3 on incidental teaching, a teacher holding a valid New York 

State teaching certificate may be assigned to teach a subject not covered by 

such a teacher's certificate for up to ten classroom hours a week, when no 

certified or qualified teacher is available. 

Incidental teaching assignments are a local decision subject to the approval of 

the Chancellor of New York City Public Schools or the district superintendent 

serving as the Chancellor’s designee. 

New York State requires all special education teachers who teach a special 

class in grades 7-12 to be certified in each subject area that they teach. If, after 

posting a vacancy, a special education teacher holding a subject area 

certificate is unavailable, teachers with the content area certification can be 

assigned to co-teach a special class with the special education teacher. 

Alternatively, superintendents, serving as the Chancellor’s designee, may 

approve the assignment of a special education teacher holding a SWD 

(Grades 5-9 or 7-12) Generalist certificate to teach a special class if they meet 

the following criteria: 

• Holds a valid New York State SWD certificate in the appropriate grade 

band (5-9, 7-12, or all grades); 

• Has at least three years of experience providing special education 

programs; 

o Integrated Co-Teaching (ICT);  

o special class; and/or  

o Special Education Teacher Support Services (SETSS) 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.highered.nysed.gov%2Ftcert%2Fresteachers%2Fincidental-teaching-memo.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CPSchmitt%40schools.nyc.gov%7C9e58f552c533463f1e1808ddb3274137%7C18492cb7ef45456185710c42e5f7ac07%7C0%7C0%7C638863703437910958%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zVUbx1bV%2BG%2BRT%2FFq0aIEzn3WMBb8ye31p9N9HknjZYc%3D&reserved=0
https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Document/I364d11c8c22211ddb29d8bee567fca9f?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Document/I364d11c8c22211ddb29d8bee567fca9f?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/resteachers/spededassignments.html


 

• Otherwise co-teaches the same subject with a general education teacher 

holding a subject area certificate in that subject for part of or the 

remainder of their program; and 

• Is not assigned to teach special class for more than one subject for 

which they do not hold a subject area certificate. 

Please note that general education teachers who do not hold special 

education certification cannot have incidental teaching assignments serving in 

the role of a special education teacher where a special education certification 

is required. 
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