Explore Family Math Activities

The following two activities have been adapted from the Building Blocks curriculum, usually
implemented in pre-K Explore classrooms. The activities have been adapted for three and four-
year-olds and can easily be done at home with families and other caregivers, with few materials
needed. They are designed to be playful and fun, while also supporting children’s development in

an at-home setting.
Activity 1: | Spy Shapes

Materials Needed: None.

How to play:

e Invite your child to play a shape version of the classic game, “I spy!”

e Take turns giving clues of shapes you see in your home. For example, “l spy something
that is a rectangle.” Then, help your child to determine what object in your home is the
rectangle you were “spying.”

e As children are ready, instead of naming type of shapes, give clues about the shape. For
example, “l spy something that has four sides.”

Why this game?

e Shapes are all around us! Playfully talking about shapes and exploring shapes in the
environment provides children with a strong foundation in geometry.

Activity 2: As Long As My Arm

Materials Needed: String.

How to play:

e Help your child to cut a piece of string that is the same length as their arm.

e Show your child how to measure by lining up one end of the ribbon to the edge of an
item your child wants to measure.

e Hunt around the house for items that are shorter, longer, or the same length as your
child’s “arm”/string.

e Your child may also want to make a graph: fold a paper into three sections and title each
section “longer,” “shorter,” “same length.” Invite your child to draw the items they
found in the corresponding section.

Why this game?

e Children begin to learn about measurement by directly comparing two objects and
determining which is longer/shorter. Through this exploration, children will eventually
see that in order to compare lengths, lining up objects carefully at one end improves

accuracy.
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e Young children are naturally interested in topics that relate to them, so measuring
something the same length as their arm is motivating.

All Explore Family Math Activities are adapted from Building Blocks, © Clements & Sarama,
2013, McGraw-Hill Education.

Department of
Education







Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		explore_familymath_d_activities_english.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

