
Module 6

The Early Childhood 
Environmental Rating 
Scale, Third Edition 

(ECERS-3) and Language 
and Literacy

Division of Early Childhood Performance Team



Covid-19 Considerations

The information offered in this moduleis basedon
best practices as measuredby the ECERS-3 tool.
While these practicesare highly aligned with best
practicesfor health and safety during the Covid-19
pandemic, it may not reflect all aspects of the
mostcurrent policiesand requirements.

For specific information on ECERSaligned early
childhood practices during the pandemic, please
visit NYCDOEInfo Hub.



Objectives

Participants will gain an understanding of:

ǒ The role of language and literacy in the 
ECERS-3

ǒ How staff can encourage language and 
literacy interactions throughout the day



Language and 
Literacy Items Å Item 12: Helping children 

expand vocabulary
Å Item 13: Encouraging 

children to use language
Å Item 14: Staff use of 

books with children
Å Item 15: Encouraging 

children's use of books
Å Item 16: Becoming 

familiar with print



ECERS-3 and 
Staff support



Language and Literacy Play a Strong Role in 
the ECERS-3



Activities and Materials

The types of activities and materials children can access will:

ÅSupport language and literacy development

ÅDetermine skills that can be practiced

ÅSupport understanding of logical relationships

ÅHelp develop reasoning skills



Item 12: Helping children expand vocabulary

What is it ?
Staff helping children to expand their 
vocabulary by using a variety of words 
throughout the day.

Why is it important?
ǒ Supports the development of 

expressive and receptive language

ǒ Children are more likely to 

understand more complex ideas. 



Item 12: Helping 
Children Expand 
Vocabulary

Things to consider:

ÅUse a variety of words to talk to 
children

ÅUse classroom experiences, 
themes,and materials to 
introduce new words

ÅCorrectly explain the meaning of 
unfamiliar words

ÅEnsure language is appropriate 
for children's ages and abilities

ÅAdd information and expand on 
children's ideas



Item 12: Helping children expand vocabulary

Things to consider:

ÅEngage children in rich informal conversations 
offering new information and using specific, 
more descriptive words

ÅProvide special accommodations to suit 
diagnosed disabilities or individual needs



Item 13: Encouraging children to use language

What is it ?
Staff encourage children to use language by 
providing a supportive environment. 

Why is it important?
ǒ Children are better prepared to share their 

ideas

ǒ Children are better equipped to express 

feelings and negotiate solutions to problems.



13. Encouraging 
children to use 
language

Things to consider:

ÅEncourage communication 
throughout the day:
ÅFree play
ÅMeals
ÅGross motor
ÅWhole group gatherings

ÅAsk questions relevant tochildren's 
interests
ÅMaximize children'sindividual 

abilities



13. Encouraging 
children to use 
language

Things to consider:

ÅEncourage communicationamong 
children
ÅAsk children questions 

that encourage them to givelonger 
and more complexresponses
ÅEngage children in manyturn-taking 

conversations
ÅEnsure activities are suited to ages 

and abilities



Item 14: Staff use of Book with Children

What is it ?
Staff-child interactions anytime the print 
content of a book is read. 

Why is it important?
ǒ Influences the relationship children 

develop with books

ǒ Supports literacy development

ǒ Provides opportunities to 

accommodate different learning 

needs



Item 14: Staff 
Use of Books 
with Children

Things to consider: 

ÅUse books with children:

ÅRead to them

ÅPoint out pictures

ÅTell them a story informally

ÅTalk about a book's content

Å Ensure children are engaged 
and interested

Å Show enthusiasm and interest

ÅMake accommodations









































































































https://infohub.nyced.org/partners-and-providers/early-childhood/early-childhood-educators
http://www.ersi.info/
http://www.ersi.info/
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