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SAT Participation for Juniors in NYC
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In March 2016, New York City piloted a free SAT administration during the school day for juniors in 91 

schools and in March 2017 the SAT was made available free of charge to all juniors. 
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Since 2016 +51.5%

Since 2011 +102.7%

Percentage Point Change

Since 2016 +25.0 pts

Since 2011 +39.7 pts

Results for all years are based on student-level data provided by the College Board that are matched to DOE records. Student-

level SAT data are available starting with the Class of 2011. Juniors are defined as students in their third year of high school. 

Point changes are based on unrounded numbers.
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NYC SAT Participation for Juniors by Ethnicity

Percent Change Asian Black Hispanic White

Since 2016 +29.0% +57.9% +65.1% +40.5%

Since 2011 +50.3% +117.3% +158.4% +49.2%

Results for all years are based on student-level data provided by the College Board that are matched to DOE records. Student-level 

SAT data are available starting with the Class of 2011. Juniors are defined as students in their third year of high school. Small 

ethnicity categories (Native American and Multi-Racial) are not shown here. Point changes are based on unrounded numbers.

The number of juniors who took the SAT at least once in three years of high school
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NYC SAT Participation for Juniors by Ethnicity
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Since 2016 +16.4 pts

Since 2011 +26.1 pts

Percentage Point Change

Since 2016 +27.4 pts

Since 2011 +44.9 pts

Percentage Point Change

Since 2016 +28.1 pts

Since 2011 +45.1 pts

Percentage Point Change

Since 2016 +21.5 pts

Since 2011 +24.9 pts

Asian Black Hispanic White

Results for all years are based on student-level data provided by the College Board that are matched to DOE records. Student-level 

SAT data are available starting with the Class of 2011. Juniors are defined as students in their third year of high school. Small 

ethnicity categories (Native American and Multi-Racial) are not shown here. Point changes are based on unrounded numbers.

The percent of juniors who took the SAT at least once in three years of high school
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The number and percent of SAT takers in 2016 is slightly higher than previously reported (45,843 and 59.7%) as they now also include takers of the “new” 

SAT in addition to the “old” SAT. Results for all years are based on student-level data provided by the College Board that are matched to DOE records. 

Seniors are defined as students in their fourth year of high school. Point changes are based on unrounded numbers.
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The number and percent of the ninth grade cohort who took the SAT 

at least once in four years of high school
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Since 2016 +9.3%
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Since 2016 +5.2 pts

Since 2011 +12.7 pts
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NYC SAT Participation for Seniors by Ethnicity

Percent Change Asian Black Hispanic White

Since 2016 +3.8% +10.1% +14.9% +2.0%

Since 2011 +15.7% +13.4% +33.4% +7.3%

The numbers of SAT takers in 2016 is slightly higher than previously reported as they now also include takers of the “new” SAT in addition to the “old” SAT. Results for 

all years are based on student-level data provided by the College Board that are matched to DOE records. Seniors are defined as students in their fourth year of high 

school. Small ethnicity categories (Native American and Multi-Racial) are not shown here. Point changes are based on unrounded numbers.

The number in the 9th grade cohort who took the SAT at least once in four years of high school
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NYC SAT Participation for Seniors by Ethnicity
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Since 2016 +2.3 pts

Since 2011 +7.0 pts

Percentage Point Change

Since 2016 +7.0 pts

Since 2011 +15.1 pts

Percentage Point Change

Since 2016 +6.5 pts

Since 2011 +15.1 pts

Percentage Point Change

Since 2016 +1.3 pts

Since 2011 +2.7 pts

Asian Black Hispanic White

The percent of SAT takers in 2016 is slightly higher than previously reported as they now also include takers of the “new” SAT in addition to the “old” SAT. Results for 

all years are based on student-level data provided by the College Board that are matched to DOE records. Seniors are defined as students in their 4th year of high 

school. Small ethnicity categories (Native American and Multi-Racial) are not shown here. Point changes are based on unrounded numbers.

The percent of the 9th grade cohort who took the SAT at least once in 4 years of high school by ethnicity
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NYC SAT Performance by Subject for Juniors & Seniors

Results for all years are based on student-level data provided by the College Board that are matched to DOE records. Seniors are defined as students in their 

fourth year of high school. Juniors are defined as students in their third year of high school. Scores reflect the citywide averages of students’ highest score 

through their third year of high school (for juniors) or fourth year of high school (for seniors). 
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NYC SAT Performance by Subject 

for Juniors & Seniors by Ethnicity

Results for all years are based on student-level data provided by the College Board that are matched to DOE records. Seniors are defined as students in their fourth year of high school. 

Juniors are defined as students in their third year of high school. Scores reflect the citywide averages of students’ highest score through their third year of high school (for juniors) 

or fourth year of high school (for seniors). Small ethnicity categories (Native American and Multi-Racial) are not shown here. 

Average scores for Seniors 

on “New” SAT Exam in 2016-17

Average scores from 2016-17 cannot be compared over time because the test changed in March 2016.
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Average scores from 2016-17 cannot be compared over time because the test changed in March 2016.

SAT Scores by Subject for Seniors for NYC, the Nation 

and the Rest of New York State (ROS)

“Old” Math (2016)/ 

“New” Math (2017)

Critical Reading (2016)/ 

EBRW (2017)

2016 2017 2016 2017

New York City 463 490 444 491

Rest of NY State 517 541 506 547

ROS vs. 

NYC Gap
54 pts 51 pts 62 pts 56 pts

Gap Closure: 

-3 points

Gap Closure: 

-6 points

Note that the average scores shown here for New York City reflect seniors’ latest scores in four year of high 

school rather than their highest score in order to mirror the College Board’s methodology for the national 

and state scores.

“Old” Math (2016)/ 

“New” Math (2017)

Critical Reading (2016)/ 

EBRW (2017)

2016 2017 2016 2017

New York City 463 490 444 491

Nation 494 517 487 527

Nation vs.

NYC Gap
31 pts 27 pts 43 pts 36 pts

Gap Closure: 

-4 points

Gap Closure: 

-7 points

Results are from the College Board’s NYC District Integrated Summary report. National and state scores are available for seniors only. 


